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Doctor of Philosophy in Education
Faculty of Education, SNNU
(International Students, English-Taught Program)
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Offered by the Faculty of Education, the Ph.D. in Education for international students is conducted
entirely in English and spans four years of full-time study. The program provides you with full access to the
extraordinary resources of Shaanxi Normal University (SNNU) and prepares you to assume meaningful
roles as university faculty, researchers, senior-level education leaders, and policymakers. As a Ph.D.
student, you will collaborate with scholars across all SNNU schools on original interdisciplinary research.
In the process, you will help forge new fields of inquiry that will impact the way we teach and learn. The
program’s required coursework will develop your knowledge of education and your expertise in a range of
quantitative and qualitative methods needed to conduct high-quality research. Guided by the goal of
making a transformative impact on education research, policy, and practice, you will focus on independent
research in various domains, including Curriculum and Instruction, Educational Technology, Comparative

Education, and Educational Economics.

=, ¥5xB# (Goals)
1. ERILSEHEFR SHERERAE R, BRHEE. VSRR X 2 58 2 B In 4 E
KBTI To master profound knowledge and theories, to conduct educational research

concerning the countries along the Silk Road Routes independently and effectively through using

scientific and normative methods.



2. REMERRN YU B AR S, EE B AR EAR B AR E RIS, Jf
5 EPREATH B2EARAZR; To write high-quality doctoral dissertation in English and publish high-
impacting academic work in academic journals. The program will also prepare students for building
wide academic network and conducting productive academic communication, nationally and

internationally.

3. HARFIANPRRFZNIENAE ), BOVEE S ZRANT, AR BE U FE L
MR RS WFFE AT HE T/E;  To master sufficient social skills and have strong adaptability,
to be prepared for careers to assume meaningful roles as university faculty, researchers, senior-level

education leaders, and policymakers.
4. TRTEIES. BUG. XHSHEE, MNP EACE —ERAR, BELERE Z JE g i T
A, ARt (A SO ER AR, g bréfE 528 To acknowledge Chinese

language, politics, culture and education, and have a comparative recognition of Chinese culture, to be
willing to engage in Chinese culture dissemination after backing home country, commit to promote
mutual understanding between the cultures and strengthen the cooperation and communication

between China and other countries.

=, ZEIER (Majors)
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WRESHEL. HEEARYE. WBHEFE . HELFF¥. The Ph.D. in Education requires four years
of full-time study to complete. The Program for international students is conducted entirely in English.
Both the teaching and dissertation requirements are in English. You will choose your individual coursework
and design your original research in close consultation with your faculty adviser and dissertation
committee. The requirements listed below include the Four Ph.D. concentrations: Curriculum and
Instruction, Educational Technology, Comparative Education, and Educational Economics.

(—) #E5#H2%® (Curriculum and Instruction)
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R TEN AW SRR B (B0 E SR, $eTH B8ORS, B AW AR 30E 75 SR A2
A Z et =K. Curriculum and Instruction is a specialized area of study within education that focuses
on the development, implementation, and evaluation of educational curricula and instructional practices.
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction prepares scholars to conduct research, develop innovative teaching

strategies, and contribute to educational policy and practice.

(=) HEEH A2 (Educational Technology)
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{4k Ph.D. in Educational Technology prepares educators and researchers to leverage technology
effectively in educational settings. The program emphasizes research, practical application, and a deep
understanding of how technology can enhance teaching and learning.

(=) HE#HF2E (Comparative Education)
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Comparative education is a field of study that examines educational systems, processes, and outcomes
across different countries and cultures. It aims to understand how various factors—such as social,
economic, political, and cultural contexts—affect education and learning.

(V1) HEZLFr2E (Educational Economics)
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Economics focuses on the economic aspects of education systems, policies, and practices. This
interdisciplinary field combines principles from economics, education, sociology, and public policy to

analyze how resources are allocated in education and how these allocations affect educational outcomes.
v R#EELR (Curriculum)

AT T A PR AR R S A2 N HR BE A 22 SR IR B RNR . T2 BB TTEERE LS kAT 5L g1k
SRR R (IR A A A . RFE WA R JLZE: A Ph.D. program's coursework is designed to
provide a deep and comprehensive foundation in educational field, as well as the broader scholarly skills
necessary for original research. The courses are categorized as follows:

(—) AFLAER (Program Core Courses)

X LRI B2 T A 1 LA H AU IR, SR T TR, BB R IR E LA
TIIE S ARBE IR TR AFLUBIRETE 16 2273 These are mandatory courses that every Ph.D.
student within a specific Ph.D. program must take, regardless of their intended research specialization.
They establish the fundamental theoretical knowledge, methodologies, and canonical literature of the

discipline. Total of 16 credits for Program Core Courses.



R 1 AT AFLYEBIR (Core Courses for All Majors)

WRIRA TR i PR THRZEH RN
Course Title Credits | Hours Semester Faculty
FUAE AT AT R RIS ANE L K
L . 2 36 1 . .
Frontiers in Educational Research Wi (AN
Hoa 2T TR BRI
Quantitative Analysis for Causal 2 36 1 X1 4

Identification in Educational Research
PEOCHRIRE R b S 450
The Retriveal Analysis and Review of 2 36 1 Tk ENE
English Research Literature
R ERTIWIRFS PN
Introduction to Qualitative Research
R SRR
Quantitative Research and Data Mining

Hh [ L
Chinese History and Culture

FARWIEE
Academic Writing

(=) BN ER (Required Core Courses for the Major)
FANAETRZ &LV 1 LA D AE T O UIREE, BT T2 PR AZ O Rl Y
HIRIERZAHF T T BAAEER 1 TR MBR (2 %4)) . Required core courses for the
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major are courses that all doctoral students in a given major must take; they constitute the most central and
foundational theoretical systems and research methods of the discipline. Each major has one required core
courses with two credits.

22 B MLiMEIR (Required Core Courses for the Major)
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Major Course Title Credits | Hours Semester Faculty
W S5H7 [EYERSES G g
Curriculum and Topics in Curriculum and 2 36 2 it AEL
Instruction Instruction
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Topics in Educational Technology
Technology
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Comparative . . . 2 36 2 pulL: 4
. Topics in Comparative Education
Education
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Economics Empirical Research
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(JU) AFLiEBIR (Elective Courses for all Majors)
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AEE SRR, PSRRI RS . 8N RTAREGRBED 1 1A
BBR (2 %45 . Elective courses for the major are professional courses that students can freely
choose based on their research interests and dissertation direction; they allow students to customize their
own knowledge base to support their doctoral research. All doctoral students in each major are required to
select at least one courses they are interested, with at least two credits.

R 3 AFLEBIR (Elective Courses for all Majors)
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| BRGRRETOIL | 36 3 W A W
Sociology of Curriculum and Instruction
STEM Uil
STEM Teacher Professional 2 36 3 Lerss. 5
Development

f. HEEEWER (Additional Requirements)
(—) PHEIER (Mid-term Assessment)
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BEABEHEANR I .  Doctoral students must undergo a mid-term evaluation upon entering their
fourth semester. This evaluation will be conducted as an oral presentation covering course work, academic
paper publications, academic event participation, social activity participation, and other relevant factors.
The evaluation panel will consist of 3-5 professors or doctoral supervisors. Students who fail the evaluation
will not be permitted to proceed with their dissertation proposal defense.

(=) WIHF&E (Dissertation Proposal)
54 2], AT TS OO . &AL AR A v A T AR
F, TN T M. HEAELE, At NI SCINE BT . At the fourth semester,
doctoral students are required to conduct a proposal defense. This process includes a pre-proposal defense

and a formal proposal defense. All doctoral students must carefully prepare their proposal reports and
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complete them under the guidance of their supervisors. Students who fail the proposal defense will not be
allowed to proceed to the pre-defense stage of their dissertation.
(=) A3 (Dissertation)

1 RSO E RN 2 R I SR A B P i SN I E T AU, B B A
1% . The research topic should show the forefront of the discipline, possess the significant
theoretical significance or practical applicability, and demonstrate innovation and advancement.

2. AR SCEE TR R AL SO R L B D E PR A, SRR SR R 5 A
SRR, JFEE. BEFRERE . TR, B RS E AT . Students should choose a topic within
their academic field or a closely related field and the quality of the dissertation should meet the criteria
of the Degree. Students should complete their dissertation in two years and the entire dissertation
research process (e.g., topic selection, proposal writing and defense, dissertation writing and defense
and all other important procedures) shall be supervised and guided by his/her doctoral advisor.

3. AR (BRPGITVE R At A 03 TARSEIAn] (231D ) BHATIPa A . i
BIERE, HRAEAIVTEE R R UGN R T 4% 47 . The evaluation and defense of
dissertations shall be conducted in accordance with the *Implementation Rules for Conferring
Doctoral and Master's Degrees at Shaanxi Normal University (Revised)*. Those who meet the
requirements shall be granted a doctoral degree upon approval by the University Degree Evaluation
Committee.

(J9) V%44 (Graduation Requirement)

1. EENIMIT S S WA TFREZRIR 2 F, BUFE SSCIL SCI. ESCI LA B2 ARBIT B
AW 1 4. Each Ph.D. student is required to publish two academic articles in international journals
or conferences, or one academic article in SSCI/SCI/ESCI indexed academic journals.

2. FERGEFRTHRIA BRI RAK 20 MRFEZ 5> . Each Ph.D. student must complete the minimum 20

course credits required in the program plan.



